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MAISA Proposal Essay Rubric

Element Novice On Target Advanced

Content The writer:

Introduces the problem and makes a claim

about how to solve it.

Presents the problem and either its causes or

effects but not both; or presents both cause

and effect but does not make clear the link

between them.

Outlines a solution without clearly illustrating

its feasibility; or does not outline a complete

solution; or solution doesn’t address all aspects

of the problem.

Evidence of the problem is either insufficient or

not from credible sources.

Does not consistently or accurately cite sources.

Readers are not provided with suggestions for

how to act on the proposed solution.

The writer:

Introduces the problem and makes a

claim about how to solve it.

Presents the cause(s) and effect(s) of

the problem.

Outlines a feasible solution.

Uses credible evidence to

o Show the existence of the

problem.

o Support the feasibility of the

solution

Cites sources correctly and accurately.

Provides readers with suggestions for

how to act on the proposed solution.

The writer:

Provides a compelling introduction that

introduces the problem and makes a claim about

how to solve it.

Presents the cause(s) and effect(s) of the

problem, explaining the interrelations of

multiple causes and effects.

Outlines a feasible solution and explains why this

solution is better than other options.

Uses credible evidence to

o Show the existence of the problem.

o Support the feasibility of the solution

Employs a variety of evidence types: factual,

anecdotal, statistical, authorities in the field.

Cites sources correctly and accurately.

Provides readers with suggestions for how to act

on the proposed solution and explains what will

happen if the problem is not solved.

Organization The chosen structure does not make clear the

line of reasoning to illustrate

o the cause and effect of the problem

o how the proposed solution will solve

the problem

The arrangement of paragraphs and sentences

lacks logic.

The chosen structure usually reveals the

line of reasoning to illustrate

o the cause and effect of the problem

o how the proposed solution will

solve the problem with only

occasionally misplaced paragraphs

or sentences.

The chosen structure consistently reveals the

writer’s line of reasoning both in the

presentation of the problem and its solution.

Transitions also make clear the line of reasoning

and create a logical flow between sentences and

paragraphs.

Style &

Mechanics

Voice is not appropriate for the intended

audience; or shifts from informal to formal

throughout the essay.

The word choice is simplistic and/or general and

is not specific to the topic or intended audience.

Essay employs subject/verb sentence structure

with little variety.

Contains numerous punctuation errors that

affect meaning and fluidity.

Voice is appropriately persuasive and

formal for the intended audience.

The word choice usually reflects the

intended audience and is specific to the

chosen topic.

Sentence structure is varied.

Sentences are properly punctuated in

most cases.

Voice is persuasive, authoritative and

consistently appropriate for the intended

audience.

The word choice is interesting, reflects the

intended audience, and is specific to the chosen

topic.

Sentence structures are varied and complex.

The essay contains no errors in punctuation.
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